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MINISTER FOR HEALTH — FOI REQUESTS 
Statement 

HON MARTIN ALDRIDGE (Agricultural) [5.27 pm]: I rise to make a short member’s statement this evening 
following an event that happened during question time last sitting Wednesday. I did not have an opportunity last sitting 
Thursday because I addressed another matter during members’ statements. I have been pursuing an issue initially 
through a freedom of information application and then through parliamentary questions relating to the relationship 
between the Minister for Health and the federal Labor Party in the lead-up to the last federal election. Members may 
recall that a big announcement was made by Bill Shorten and the Premier about a health package for Western Australia 
and a glossy brochure was distributed in one of our weekend papers. A media statement was issued by the state of 
Western Australia. If I am not mistaken, it was a joint media statement between the Minister for Health and the Premier 
welcoming the Shorten opposition’s commitments to health funding in Western Australia. At the time, I thought it was 
all very interesting. Obviously, Bill Shorten did not go on to win the federal election, but I decided to follow up this 
matter in August 2019 by making a freedom of information application to the Deputy Premier; Minister for Health for — 

… all correspondence between the office of the Minister for Health and the Department of Health and 
members of or representatives of the Labor Party relating to the formation of election commitments at the 
recent Federal election which resulted in the issuance of a media statement attributed to the Minister for 
Health on 18 March 2019 entitled “Health funding boost for WA under a Shorten Labor Government”.  

As we have grown to expect, a series of extensions were made to this freedom of information application, which 
first commenced on 21 August 2019. In fact, extensions were granted to 28 October 2019. On 24 October 2019, 
the FOI unit of the Department of the Premier and Cabinet sought a further extension to 18 November 2019. 
I declined the request on that occasion. On 13 November, the notice of decision relating to the freedom of 
information application was received by my office. I do not want to talk about the substance of that information; 
that will be a matter for another day. I want to raise the connection of this matter with a parliamentary question. 
On 18 February this year, I lodged question on notice 2818 to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister 
for Health. It stated — 

I refer to documents released under Freedom of Information application 60-19070, and I ask that each 
document is tabled in full and unredacted? 

Seven documents were released under the freedom of information application, some with attachments and some 
without. One was provided with full access and the rest of the emails were provided with edited access. Six of the 
seven emails were redacted. They were redacted not for reasons of cabinet confidentiality, because we would expect 
communication between the federal Labor Party and a minister of state would not be subject to cabinet confidentiality, 
because it was communication between an opposition parliamentary party and a minister of state. They were exempt 
under other clauses, and not granted full access mainly on the basis of scope, just glancing at the notice of decision. 

I asked this question on 18 October. I asked for all the documents—seven emails, including their attachments—to 
be tabled in the Legislative Council. The due date for that question was 31 March 2020. Obviously, that date came 
and went. On 1 April, April Fool’s Day, the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Health rose during question 
time and said — 

Pursuant to standing order 108(2), I wish to inform the house that the answer to question on notice 2818, 
asked by Hon Martin Aldridge on 18 February 2020 to me as parliamentary secretary representing the 
Minister for Health, will be provided by 20 August 2020 in light of the current COVID-19 crisis. 

If there ever was an abuse of standing order 108(2), this must be a primary case of it. Just so members are aware, 
I am not asking for a filing cabinet in the Department of Health and I am not asking how many red biros the 
Department of Health has bought over the past 10 years. This is a very simple request for seven documents. All of 
them are emails. All the emails are between the office of Minister Cook and the federal Labor Party. There is 
another request for an email between the office of Minister Cook and the office of the Premier, which is the one 
I was provided full access to. The six that we were not provided full access to were with third parties, which, given 
the scope of the application, would most likely be the federal Labor Party. 

The parliamentary secretary rose in this place on April Fool’s Day and gave a statement under standing order 108(2) 
that she could not provide an answer for another six months—six months from the time that I submitted that question 
on notice. The question on notice was submitted on 18 February. The government cannot provide that answer, 
which is to answer six emails from Minister Cook’s office in the Legislative Council, and it will take it six months 
to do that because of COVID-19. It gives me confidence that I am on to something here with the government on 
this matter. I know that the Minister for Education and Training has found herself in a similar trap with the 
intersection of freedom of information applications and parliamentary questions. Members need only look at the 
sixth report of the Auditor General in 2019, a report into the Minister for Education and Training that was tabled 
on 18 September 2019. In similar situations, the Auditor General found that her actions were not appropriate. 
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I draw to the attention of the house the fact that it is completely unacceptable for standing order 108(2) to be used 
in this way, particularly when the full delivery to this house of documents sought by me that are held by the minister 
are being delayed. If that is the standard that we accept in relation to standing order 108(2), a minister can give 
any reason for not providing information to this house. It is completely unacceptable that a member would need 
to wait until 20 August 2020 for someone in Minister Cook’s office to press “print” six times to copy six emails 
and deliver them to the Legislative Council. 
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